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A brief history of the Jubilee Class Yacht 
 

 

In the Jubilee year of the reign of our late King George V. (1935) the first yachtsman in 
our Empire, emerged from popular opinion the Jubilee One Design Class Yacht 

 

During the previous yachting season yacht clubs on Port Phillip Bay had suffered heavy 
losses, and many fine yachts had foundered during two disastrous gales that swept our 
shores. Fleets were so depleted that the lime was opportune to plan rebuilding along 
popular lines. 

 

Mr. J. A. Linacre, then Commodore of Royal Brighton Yacht Club, had the inspiration for 
a One Design Yacht, moderately priced and suitable to withstand heavy seas and hard 
weather. 

 

The idea aroused great interest Yachtsmen from many clubs met at Royal Brighton Yacht 
Club, and discussed ideas which were, a short time later, to realise themselves in the 
Jubilee One Design Class. 

 

After much careful thought, it was unanimously agreed that the salient features of' 
this new class would be as follow: 

1. Boat must be powerful and stable design, so as to be able to withstand safely big 
seas and strong winds. 

2. The boat must be of a handy size. so as to facilitate slipping and launching and 
beaching if necessary. The measurements therefore decided on were:  

 

(a) Length overall     5.468 m (18 ft.)  

(b) Length waterline     4.877m  (16 ft.) 

(c) Draught      0.406m  (l ft- 4 in.) 

 

3. The design was to be tied up very closely by plans and specifications, to prevent 
boats being made obsolete by later boats improving on the original design 

These points, together with others, were then turned over to Mr. W. D Higgins (R.B,Y.C.) 
and Mr. Chas. Peel (the well-known boat builder and designer), to draw up complete 
designs. 

It is the genius of these two gentlemen that the finished design came up to the ideals 
required, and the spark of an idea became the glowing light of achievement. 
 
Within six months ten boats were built; the rate of growth since its inception has been 

remarkable, and the class throughout Australia has approximately one hundred yachts 

to its credit. 
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The Jubilee Design has proved itself under all conditions, and even the most experienced 
yachtsmen are unanimous in their praise of the complete seaworthiness. ease of 
handling and safety margin of these yachts. 

 

They are comparatively small boats. but nevertheless, will tackle with utmost safety the 
worst conditions. On the other hand, they "ghost" along most satisfactorily, even when 
there is no perceptible breeze at all. 
 

Many owners go cruising in their Jubilee Boats during the Christmas and 

Easter holidays. and. again. nothing but the utmost satisfaction has resulted. In fact. 
they found that the shallow draught widened the scope of their cruising activity 
enormously. and explored parts of the coastline. islands and creeks which to many have 
been inaccessible in the past owing to shallow water 
 
The chief attraction of owning a Jubilee Yacht. however. is in the racing of it. Picture to 
yourself a couple of dozen yachts "jockeying" for the best position for a start. All those 
boats are identical in design. sail area. and everything that counts. There are no 
handicaps, everyone is off scratch. Everything is even except luck and the skill of the 
skipper and his crew. 

 

In 1967 the last timber Jubilee (to date) was constructed, due mainly to the rising cost in 
labour. scarcity of good quality timber and the general decline in boat building skills. The 
Jubilee Yacht Association set about designing and producing a hull and deck mould for a 
R F.P. (reinforced fibreglass plastic) Jubilee. Many hours were spent in sanding and 
smoothing the hull and deck of J36 "GAYWIN".  
 
This resulted in the current mould of hull and separately deck/coaming, which. when 
bolted together around the gunwales a smooth sleek and robust fibreglass Jubilee is 
produced- With a realistic price tag the fibreglass production technique revitalized the 
Jubilee fleets providing the class with 25 new yachts in the last twelve years the Jubilee 
has achieved its objectives and has proved extremely satisfying to all who have sailed 
them. The most pleasing aspect of the "Jube" is her ability to be sailed by one to four 
persons. to glide along in light airs and yet handle rough conditions with relative ease. 
 
The Jubilee is a tribute to her designers and can proud Iv stand among the most versatile 
and enjoyable yachts in the world. 
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Sailing a Jubilee 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

When selecting a yacht, one must establish the purpose for which the yacht is to be 
used, where it is be sailed and finally. but most important under what conditions it will 
be sailed. 

 

It is the versatility of the Jubilee that appeals to most owners. their family, friends and 
crew. 

 

Racing a Jubilee is its chief attraction, but because of its stability and safety it also makes 
a very good cruising yacht. Racing to win requires knowledge by the skipper and crew of 
the many pieces of equipment capable of suitably setting sails for varying conditions and 
racing takes place in winds of up to 40 knots. Fittings are located so that adjustments 
can be made quickly and with a minimum of effort by the crew. Basic equipment is as 
follows: 

 

Jib Luff Tension, necessary to alter the jib shape with varying wind speeds. 

Mainsail Luff Tension, necessary to alter the mainsail shape with varying wind speeds, to 
match the jib setting, and so achieve maximum performance. This adjustment can be 
made by using a sliding gooseneck or Cunningham Eye or both. 

 

Mainsail Foot Tension can be effectively controlled by about a 4 to I advantage system, 
so that adjustment may be made while the boat is close hauled. 

 

Jib Sheets, in either single or double purchase depending on crew strength and or wind 
strength. Fore and aft and athwartships adjustments are made by using slides or a 
Barber-hauler system. 
 
Main Sheet, which may be fitted with either centre or boom-end sheeting fittings, 
provided that the maximum athwartships adjustment is made available. A 6 to I block 
system is about the optimum for mainsail adjustment.   

 

Mast Bending Equipment, which is usually a simple lever installation to apply a load at 
the foot of the mast is used to quickly bend the mast to enable the sail to be flattened, 
and its shape altered to suit the prevailing wind speedy 

 

Topmast Forestay, which is optional, is useful, where necessary. to control the bend of 
the upper mast. so that complete control of the sail is affected, 

 

Spinnaker Gear, should be set up to provide simple adjustment of Brace, Sheet, 
Downhaul and Topping lift Cleats for the Brace and Sheet should be located so that they 
are easily operated under load and by the crew in any normal sailing position. The 
Jubilee spinnaker can be used in winds of up to and over 30 knots if the gear is of 
sufficient strength. On a close reach the spinnaker is or little use over 23 knots. The 
Jubilee will plane in a flat sea with a breeze of about 30 knots. Surfing in a sea would 
occur a much lower wind speeds. 
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The Centre Plate, which is of course lowered to the allowable limit for on the wind 
sailing, is raised for a square run, and may be lowered fractionally when reaching. The 
abovementioned equipment* which may be supplemented by fine tuning gear, together 
with compulsory safety equipment such as flotation. pumps, bucket, anchor etc. make 
the Jubilee a fine racing yacht as well as a very safe cruising boat.  
 
The shallow draft (406 mm (l ft. 4 ins.)), provides for easy beaching. Outboard motors 
may be fitted on well-designed brackets and covers may be fitted for overnight sleeping. 
The matters discussed above, indicate that the Jubilee is a very versatile yacht and 
provides excellent sailing for crews of three or four, which means that whole families 
can race or cruise. Trailers are common among Jubilee owners who can readily transport 
their boats to and from championship venues, and launch by crane and slings or 
launching ramp. 
 
Wonderful enjoyment is derived from these sturdy, safe and inexpensive Jubilee One 
Design Class Yachts- 
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Constitution of the Class 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

     1.  The Jubilee Class Yacht Association of Australia shall be the supreme 
controlling body or the class and shall exercise all powers relating to the class as a whole 
not herein provided for. It shall have the custody of the Master Copies of the Rules, 
Specifications and Plans of the class, and shall have the sole right of selling copies of the 
same. 

2. The Supreme controlling body shall consist of a committee of not less than 
seven persons of whom two-thirds at least shall be Jubilee yacht owners who shall be 
elected at a general meeting of the Jubilee yacht owners to be held annually not later 
than the month of November. 

3. A local controlling body shall be appointed for such territory as shall be 
delineated by the supreme controlling body for the purpose of sponsoring and 
controlling the class within that territory. Such territory shall as far as possible be based 
on State. provincial or national boundaries but other boundaries may be adopted in any 
case the supreme controlling body shall think fit. Local control bodies shall have 
jurisdiction over the territories for which they are appointed and shall be self-governing 
in all local matters not conflicting with the Constitution or the Rules. Specifications and 
Plans of the Class. 

4. Any other recognised yacht club or association may apply to the supreme 
controlling body for permission to adopt and sponsor -the class within any territory in 
which it is situated and the supreme controlling body may thereupon if it thinks fit 
appoint the recognised yacht club or association so applying to be the local controlling 
body for a territory to be defined by the supreme controlling body, provided no other 
local controlling body has been appointed in respect of that territory But 
notwithstanding that a local controlling body has been appointed for any territory such 
territory may be subdivided into two or more territories and a separate controlling body 
appointed for each in lieu of the previous one controlling body, but in such case the 
local controlling body previously in control of the whole area shall be appointed the 
local controlling body in respect of the new territories so created by subdivision 
Provided however that each Australian State shall comprise one territory and shall not 
be subdivided. 

5. The appointment of any local controlling body other than those referred to in 
clauses 3 and 4 hereof may be withdrawn at any time by the supreme controlling body 
and another local controlling body appointed for such territory. 

6. No yacht shall be considered as a Jubilee class yacht unless and until it shall 
have been registered with the supreme controlling body, and no yacht shall be eligible 
to take part in a Jubilee class race unless so registered. Every application for registration 
shall be in writing and shall be made through the local controlling body in whose 
territory the applicant is and must be accompanied by the Measurement Certificate 
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hereinafter referred to. Such application shall contain the name and address of the 
owner and such other information as shall from time to time be prescribed by the 
supreme controlling body.  
 
On receipt of such application the supreme controlling body shall if the same be in 
order, have the details thereof entered in a register of all Jubilee class yachts, to be kept 
by the supreme controlling body and shall allot an official number to the yacht and issue 
a Certificate of Registration. In the event of any alteration being made in any of the 
registered particulars the Certificate of Registration shall be forthwith forwarded by the 
owner to the local controlling body and by that body to the supreme controlling body 
for amendment and if not so forwarded the Certificate of Registration shall become 
void. The supreme controlling body may cancel or suspend a Certificate of Registration 
where in its opinion there has been a breach of this rule or the yacht or owner becomes 
in any way ineligible in the opinion of the supreme controlling body. 

7. Each local controlling body shall appoint such official measurers as it shall think fit 
and shall complete and supply Measurement Certificates for all yachts in its own territory.  
 
No yacht shall compete in any Jubilee class race, or as a Jubilee class yacht, unless it shall 
hold a current Certificate of Measurement. 

8. Each local controlling body shall appoint one or more committees to foster 

and manage the class in its own territory or any part or parts thereof. Such committee 
or committees may consist of any number of persons, but at least 50 per cent of the 
members of each such committee shall he owners or part owners of Jubilee class 
yachts. Unless otherwise specified one-half of the members of such a committee shall 
form a quorum. 

9. Each local controlling body shall arrange and/or conduct races for the class in 
its own territory, and unless the local controlling body shall otherwise resolve such local 
controlling body shall each yachting season conduct a championship race or series of 
races to determine the champion yacht of its territory for that season. 

10. Each local controlling body shall appoint one delegate to represent its territory 
and such delegate shall arrange all international interstate. interdominion and inter-
provincial races and all races between yachts of different territories. Such races shall be 
held in accordance with the rules hereinafter provided for such races and such other 
additional rules and conditions as shall be from time to time prescribed by the 
delegates. The delegates need not meet together, but may make arrangements by 
correspondence and the procedure to be adopted by the delegates (including a quorum. 
if any) shall be as from time to time agreed by the delegates, and in default of 
agreement as prescribed from time to lime by the supreme controlling body. 

11. These rules, including the Constitution Racing Rules and the Plans and 
Specifications, may never be suspended, but may be amended in the manner following:  
 
Any person or body desiring that any amendment shall be passed shall first submit the 
same to the appropriate committee appointed by the local controlling body of the 
territory in which he resides and such proposal for amendment shall be considered at a 
meeting of such committee called for such purpose. If such committee shall approve of 
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such proposal for amendment by a majority of three-fourths of those present the local 
controlling body shall forward the resolution for amendment to the supreme controlling 
body, together with the sum of $5 or such other sum as the supreme controlling body 
shall from time to time prescribe to defray the expenses of the supreme controlling 
body in conducting a referendum of all financial registered owners of Jubilee class 
yachts. Such referendum shall be conducted by post, and the supreme controlling body 
shall prescribe a time within which votes must be recorded.  
 
If three-fourths of the votes so recorded are in favour of the resolution for amendment 
the amendment shall be deemed carried, and shall thereupon be incorporated in the 
master copies of the Rules on a certificate of the chairman and secretary for the time 
being of the supreme controlling body, The supreme controlling body shall notify the 
result of the referendum to each local controlling body, which shall thereupon advise 
such result to the Jubilee class owners within its territory. In any such referendum there 
shall be one vote in respect of each Jubilee yacht, and in the event of more than one co-
owner of a yacht recording votes the vote of the owner whose name appears first on 
the register kept by the supreme controlling body shall be recorded and the votes of all 
other co-owners rejected- Referenda conducted in accordance with this rule shall be 
held not more often than once in any calendar year. In any such calendar year 
resolutions for amendments shall be submitted by local controlling bodies to the 
supreme controlling body not later than 30th April. and the date to be prescribed by the 
supreme controlling body within which votes must be recorded shall be not later than 
30th June. Any alterations or additions to the Constitution, racing rules of the class, 
rules relating to international, interstate races etc, specifications and plans and 
measurements arising out of any such referendum shall become effective on 1st 
October in the year in which such referendum is held. 

12- In the event of there being any doubt as to the interpretation or construction of 
these Rules of the Jubilee Class (including the Plans and Specifications) the matter shall 
be referred to the supreme controlling body, whose ruling thereon shall be final and 
binding on all persons concerned. In so interpreting and construing these rules the 
supreme controlling body shall not be bound by the strict legal construction thereof, but 
may give effect to what it shall consider to be the intended meaning thereof and so 
place a broad and elastic 
interpretation on these rules. As no 
rules can anticipate every possible 
situation, the supreme controlling 
body may (and shall if so requested) 
where any subject is not covered 
herein or by the dictates of common 
sense issue a ruling thereon which 
ruling shall thereupon be deemed 
included in these rules. Any such 
ruling and any decision on the 
interpretation of these rules shall 
with all due expedition be notified to 
each local controlling body.  
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Racing Rules of the Class  

____________________________________ 

 

All Jubilee Yachts shall have a total weight in the racing condition excluding crew. but 
including all gear normally carried whilst racing, of 952.56 kg (2.100 lbs.) subject to the 
tolerance limits or clause 11, no yacht shall carry less than 249.48 kg (350 lbs.) of ballast. 
In the ease where the overall weight of a yacht, carrying the minimum 249.48 kg (550 
lbs.) weight of ballast, exceeds 95256 kg (2, 100 lbs.) (including tolerance) in overall 
weight, the overall weight restriction shall be waived. If the weight of ballast exceeds 
381 kg (840 lbs.) a proportion shall be fixed to the underside of the deck. The proportion 
and location shall be as sh0'M1 on figure L 

All bilge ballast shall be stowed within the length of the centreplate case. 

2. The crew may consist of any number o/' persons not exceeding four. The 
owner (or owners) must be members Ota recognised yacht club, and, when not sailed 
by an owner, the skipper in all cases, must be a member of a recognised yacht club. 

3. Any of the specified sails may be mounted or set in any manner and at any 

time thought fit, subject to the following restrictions; 

(a) No spars may be used other than those set out in the plans and specifications. 

(b) The point of attachment of spinnaker halyard block shall not be more than 
5.563 m (18 feet 3 inches) above the deck. 

(c) When the spinnaker is used it must be set on the spinnaker boom, and the 
heel of the boom shall always rest against the mast. 

4. Jubilee Yachts racing in any recognised race whatsoever shall all start from the 
same handicap mark. 

5. The Official Code of Racing Rules which shall govern all Jubilee Class races, 
except as hereinafter mentioned, shall, unless otherwise specified in the circular inviting 
entries, be the rules for the time being adopted by the local controlling body of the 
territory in whose waters the race shall be held, except where they may conflict with 
these rules. in which event these rules shall supersede to the extent of the 
inconsistency. 

6. Each yacht shall during each race carry on board for each member of the crew 
of such yacht a life-belt as prescribed by the Board of Trade, and shall also carry on 
board an anchor weighing 9-12.7 kg (20 to 28 pounds) (including ground chain, if any) 
with suitable line. 

7. No yacht shall carry on board during a race, more than one spinnaker, 
however a yacht may carry on board more than one mainsail, and or jib. provided that 
not more than one of each of the said sails is hoisted at the same time. 

8. International, Interstate and Inter-provincial races shall be conducted in 
accordance with the rules and recommendations of the Australian Yachting Federation. 
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9. Each yacht shall be fitted with at least one effective manually operated bilge 
pump. 
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Other Racing Rules of the Class  

____________________________________ 

RULES RELATING TO INTERNATIONAL, INTERSTATE AND 

INTER-PROVINCIAL RACES AND RACES BETWEEN YACHTS OF DIFFERENT TERRITORIES. 

I. All International, Inter-provincial and Interstate races shall be decided by a series of 
not less than five races. 

2. Courses shall be of 13 km (eight miles) each and alternatively to windward or 
leeward, and return, and triangular. 

3. Not more than three yachts shall represent each competing nation, state, province 
or territory The winner of the contest shall be the yacht gaining the most points in the 
contest in accordance with the scale of points arranged by the delegates. In case there 
shall be a tie in aggregate points between two or more yachts, such tie shall be sailed. 

4. All yachts must be entered by and through the local controlling body of the 
nation, state, province or territory which they are to represent. Every entry shall state 
the name of the yacht or yachts to represent the state, country, province or district. and 
the name of the owner or owners of each yacht, and the registered number of each 
yacht, and shall be accompanied by a copy of the Certificate of Measurement of such 
yacht. 

5. The contests shall be under the control of the local controlling body in whose 
waters the contest is held, and shall be regulated by the racing rules (other than those 
relating to measurement) of the Yacht Racing Association in force in England (a) in the 
English summer previous to the contest if the contest is held in the southern 
hemisphereτ(b) two months before the first race of the contest if the contest is held in 
the northern hemisphereτexcepting so far as such rules are inconsistent with these 
rules- Such local controlling body shall appoint a sailing committee, which shall have all 
the powers of a sailing committee under the above rules. 

 

6. No member of the crew of a competing yacht shall join or leave the yacht 
during a race. 

7. No protest shall be valid unless lodged with the sailing committee of the local 
controlling body controlling the contest before 9 p.m. of the day on which the subject 
matter of the protest shall have occurred. Provided, however, that the sailing 
committee if they consider the circumstances warrant it, may entertain a protest lodged 
after that time. A protest shall be considered by the sailing committee, and its decision 
shall be final, except that an appeal from such decision shall be on matters other than of 
fact to the Yacht Racing Association of Great Britain. 
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'"Kilfura"and  Murin*'.  neck  and  neck  off ike  IVindĂ  Brighron,  1974. 



 

 


